
(Adapted from one found at ISP-Lists.com) 
General Guidelines For Participating In Email Discussion Lists: 

1. Lurk and learn before you post. Never post to a list until you've received plenty of posts to understand
the community or are comfortable with the style of the list. 

2. Read the archives before posting, so that you know what has been covered already and what has not.
This will also give you an overall feel for the list topics which make up this list. 

3. Read the FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) for the list if there is one. This may save you looking like
a newbie, and answer many of your questions which have already been asked before you. 

4. Do not cross-post. This means do not send your Email to more than (1) list at time. Do not CC or BCC
any Email List. 

5. Do not send private Emails through a public list. This is very immature behavior, and will not be
tolerated. Reprimand via private Email only. Never reprimand in public, if at all possible. 

6. Keep hate mail & things with deep religious or political meaning, off Email discussion lists. (Note for
Christlib: Religious and political stuff is obviously ok, but if anybody is getting too upset, it is
appropriate to drop the thread.) 

7. When posting, add value or don't post. 
8. Keep your post on-topic Please do not forward virus hoaxes through the list. These are off topic. Do

not post: "Me too", unless you add value with that post. 
9. Respect other peoples opinions. They are right for each person, but may not be right for you. These

are perspectives. Each person does have a right to their perspective. Honor that, but you don't have to
agree with each other. 

10. Spell & grammar check your Email before posting.Your Email is a representative of your intelligence
& reputation. 

11. Support up your statements. If you are going to make a statement that is on 'the edge', please back it
up with facts that support your statement. 

12. Be courteous of your fellow list members. Not everyone has a clue all the time, about everything, so
be gentle in your communications. 

13. Do not spam the list with your advertising message. You will be banned from the list(s) soon. 
14. As to style, Keep your Sig lines 5/6 lines or less. Trim your reply to a post. We don't need to read the

entire thread, over and over again. Just quote what is relevant only. Trim the footer off your reply. 
15. Being nice to the list manager will go a long way with your request. SHOUTING will prioritize your

request to the bottom. 
16. Keep your posts in the positive. No one wants to hear a negative attitude, but if you are going to have

one, support it with facts. 
17. Do not forward copyrighted material or information you do not have permission to forward, through

the list. 
18. Price discussions, among your competitors/peers, is usually not a good idea. Remember, that the

archives are public for life. 
19. Note: Do not say anything through a list you wouldn't mind being archived for life, because it will be. 
20. Swearing is not really appropriate in a public forum. Please limit the use of vulgarity to make your

point. SHOUTING is also considered impolite. 
21. Give credit where credit is due. If you are quoting another persons work or website, make sure you

give proper credit for the original author of the works you have quoted. 
22. Do not turn your Email address into a vacation auto-responder. If you are going on vacation, remove

yourself from the list until you get back. 
23. Think before posting. Once you click on send, there is no way to stop your Email from being

distributed through the rest of the list. 
24. Lastly, do not send HTML Emails or enriched, stylized, enhanced text Emails through the list. Doing

so will make your Emails look like garbage code to many of the list members who are using pine or
other non-HTML compliant Email lists. 

25. ASCII is the standard. Please keep to it. Do not send attachments to Email lists. 
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